BoxWhatBox: GO
Structure

INTRO


Dance Club. Mihaela narrates theme and characters, intros…
Frame 1


Flavia and Gogo
Transition 1


Dance Club. Mihaela narrates, intros… 
Frame 2


Dan and Constantin
Transition 2


Dance Club. Mihaela narrates, intros…
Frame 3


Lavinia and Adrian
Transition 3


Dance Club. Mihaela narrates, intros…
FINAL


Luminiţa
Epilogue


Mihaela
Intro Frame
Dance Club. Empty. Everything covered with white fabric. 

Mihaela enters, looking around, carrying a camera.

On the screen, we see a recorded interview: the actor playing Lavinia tells her Go story.
Mihaela speaks to the audience. 

Mihaela
I used to come here with my friends to dance. Lavinia and Adrian. Dan and Constantin. Flavia and Gogo. And Luminiţa. It’s kind of an ugly place, but it was the only place in our town where we could go, away from our parents, away from our school, away from lives we lived but didn’t like. Friday or Saturday night, with the little money we had, we came here. To Go.

She uncovers Lavinia and Adrian, frozen in a position of dancing, happy.

Lavinia and Adrian. They started dating when we were all sixteen. It seemed like a perfect match. Adrian, with his long hair, so free. He had a rock band and we all thought he would be famous. Lavinia was smarter than any of us. She was tough, you know, sometimes a bit rude, but when she danced we could see she was one of us. Adrian made her feel good. He listened to her.

Techno Music up. Lavinia and Adrian change their position to one that is cold and distant from each other. Mihaela moves to Dan and Constantin. She pulls the cover off them. Music out.

Dan and Constantin were best friends since they were kids, before they met the rest of us. They went everywhere as a team. Constantin, the crazy one, the clown, a daredevil. Dan, always trailing behind, always smiling. One day I saw Constantin walking on the edge of the roof of the school, shouting at people below for a joke. Dan was below, laughing, apologising. A brick gave way. Constantin fell. Dan looked up. In one moment he moved, trying to catch him. Dan was in hospital for a month. Constantin walked away. But ever since it’s been like Dan owed something to Constantin, rather than the other way around.
Dance music up. Constantin and Dan shift positions. Mihaela moves away from them to Luminiţa and uncovers her.
Luminiţa.  Our mothers put us together when we were babies. When she discovered boys everything changed. She slept with Adrian and Lavinia never forgave her. I think she slept with Dan; he wanted to marry her but she said no. She followed Constantin to his first big job, as a secretary, hoping for…I don’t know. 

Dance music up. Luminiţa shifts positions, moving towards Constantin. Mihaela moves to Flavia and Gogo, uncovering them. 
Title appears on the screen: Flavia and Gogo
This is my friend Flavia. I admired her; she was so practical. She could learn anything, languages, machines, business. We all thought she would be the first to go. But she met Gogo. He followed her everywhere. We knew Gogo would never go anywhere. He was happy just to be Gogo, in Gogo’s home town. He only wanted one thing.
Flavia and Gogo shift positions, Flavia moving away, Gogo following, moving into position for the scene. The other actors move to seated positions at the side of the stage, visible, watching.
My name is Mihaela, and I watched them all go away.
Frame 1
Screen Title:
 FLAVIA and GOGO
Post 1: Dance Club. Music up. Males and females separate into groups. Gogo with the boys. Music level low. They dance. Gogo asks the boys for advice. He is thinking of asking Flavia to marry him. The boys advise Gogo on his idea .The boys don’t take him seriously. The boys offer counter arguments against Gogo’s idea. The girls wonder what the boys are doing. Flavia tries to march across to find out and the girls pull her back. Adrian tells Lavinia to keep her there.
Post 2: Gogo marches to the middle of the floor after getting no help from the boys. The girls are stunned, shocked, delighted at this drama. They push Flavia forward until she is standing facing Gogo in the middle of the floor. He kneels. Asks her to marry him. An awkward silence. He looks up at her, questioningly. She marches back to the girls.
Post 3: Flavia asks the girls what to do. They are unanimously negative. In her stubborn way she resists them.  Music up.  The boys march across the floor and a giant argument ensues which we cannot hear. Flavia grabs Gogo and pulls him outside.  Music down. 
Post 4: Flavia is angry, embarrassed. She tells him she has plans, a future, maybe in another country.  She says he has to change. She insults the way he lives, his habits, his friends. Without anger, he says he will buy her a piano. A silence. She turns away from him, undecided. They freeze.
Transition
Mihaela moves to the audience. She speaks:

Mihaela:
They never left that town. I went away, to university, and I heard they married, and had a baby, and Gogo started doing something with tomatoes. But I never heard from Flavia again. 
Frame 2
Screen title: DAN and CONSTANTIN + 10

Post 1: The Dance Club, early evening. Music up. Dan moves around the club, inspecting, giving instructions. Constantin arrives, followed by Luminiţa, Constantin constantly moving, talking on two mobiles. He parks Lumi out of the way, over to the side. Dan instructs the music be turned down. He sees that Constantin is carrying three boxes that look like gifts. In a corner, Luminiţa sits by herself, nursing a drink, watching Constantin.

Post 2: Music down. It’s Dan’s birthday. Constantin presents Dan with three gift boxes. Dan opens them. One has a rope. He jokes about what it’s for. The second has a knife. Constantin jokes about what it’s for. The third has a gun. 


Post 3: Constantin argues quietly why Dan must do the task he is asking him to do; to kill Luminiţa. Dan refuses. Constantin tells Dan he believes his whole life will collapse if this is not done. Dan refuses. Constantin threatens to destroy Dan’s club. Dan refuses. Constantin invokes the memory of the school roof and how Dan saved him. Dan says nothing. He looks at Luminiţa.

Transition 
Mihaela moves towards us as Dan and Constantin freeze in tableau position. Mihaela briefly films the audience with the camera. 
Mihaela
I learned how to work with film and photographs. For a while, I would film only strangers, asking them why they left their towns, their lives, their relationship, why people are always going. Going to some place or some thing, or going away.


She points the film at Gogo, who is busy tending to his tomatoes.


Gogo tells his Go story, about tomatoes. He talks so much about tomatoes that Mihaela’s camera battery fails and she walks away before he is finished.
Mihaela
I became obsessed with this idea, that we always go. Someone is always leaving you and you are always leaving someone. But that maybe you are also moving to someone. You just don’t know it.
Frame 3
Screen Title:  LAVINIA and ADRIAN + 10
Ten years later.

Post 1: Break up in bed. Lavinia is climaxing on top of Adrian, shouting out the final text of the role-playing games they play in bed. Silence. 

Post 2: “Yes, but…” Adrian tells Lavinia he wants to break up. Focus on Lavinia. She is shocked, hurt, angry. She was going to break up with him. He can not break up with her. She tries many tactics: she shouts at him, she reasons with him, even, finally, she tells him she needs him. He shrugs. 
Post 3: Focus on Adrian. He tries to explain. She’s not buying any of it. She follows. Nothing works; he keeps moving away. She follows, questioning him..

Post 4: Finally something in Adrian snaps. There is a trigger moment: he insults her in a deeply personal way, or he makes an attempt to leave. Something in Lavinia snaps. She goes completely silent and stands completely still. Adrian tries to get her attention, to make her speak or move. He pushes her gently and she falls over. He freaks out. He stands her up again, carefully, and leaves.
Transition
Mihaela takes the camera and begins to film Adrian like a sports reporter. She asks him how he thinks that went, why it happened. He answers with the details of his Go story, about the need to move.
Frame 4
Screen Title: LUMINIŢA 

Post 1: Dan and Luminiţa in tableau, in separate areas of the club.  Music up. Dan picks up the three boxes and doesn’t know exactly what to do. He goes to Luminiţa and asks her to come with him. She asks where Constantin is and when he’s returning for her. She sees the boxes and thinks that Constantin played a trick on her, that really the gifts were for her, not Dan. Dan is evasive. He asks Luminiţa to choose one of the three boxes. It’s a gun. He tells her to follow him outside. 
Post 2: Music down. They leave the club and move to the alley where the music is distant and it is dark. Dan points the gun at her. When it becomes too painful and awkward to look at her he strikes her with gun and she falls. In her fear and anger she tells him that he is pregnant. Comic dialogue: he asks if it is by Constantin, she says yes. He asks that she is pregnant by Constantin, she confirms. With a baby. Yes. Dan begins to swear and curse, having a conversation with himself, yells for Constantin who is not present. He takes the gun and forces her to kneel and puts it to her head. They freeze.

Transition
Mihaela takes the camera and interviews Constantin. He tells his Go story, about the man on the train. Then she takes the camera into the alley and begins to film Dan and Luminiţa. They do not know she is there.

Mihaela
I learned years ago that I am a watcher. I am the witness to the actions of my friends. The camera does not judge them. I do not change them. I watch, and bear witness to the choices they make.
Frame 4 (2)
Post 3: Dan puts away the gun. He lifts Luminiţa to her feet, dusts her off. It’s not in a friendly or unfriendly way. She tries to thank him, to get him to say why he had to kill her, but he does not respond. He regards the gun in silence. Music up. He moves to where Constantin has frozen after finishing his monologue. They freeze. Luminiţa also freezes in tableau.


Lavinia, Adrian, Gogo and Flavia enter and assume tableau positions, Flavia and Gogo together, Adrian and Lavinia apart. Mihaela speaks to the audience.
Epilogue

Mihaela
Sometimes dancing seems like it is movement that goes nowhere. Always moving to keep from stopping, moving not to think, moving to forget. I dance because to move is to live. I remember my friends, and they are still alive, still here, with me. Let’s dance.

All the actors dance in stop motion as the music plays for perhaps ten seconds. Music out. The characters continue for several seconds. Finally they stop. Lights out.
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